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2. What changes can we expect in the way DOE and NSF funding proposals are @
submitted or reviewed? Can we rely on the critical support of early and mid-career
researchers? This includes, but is not limited to, the Early Career Award program.

Fewer, more concise solicitations
Due dates - target dates

NSF submission and merit review processes are unchanged; panels
will continue to be virtual until further notice

Reviews and panel summaries continue to be advisory to NSF

Recent updates to merit review processes provide additional
flexibility to the process & streamline them, given the reduced
workforce at the agency.

In keeping with longstanding practice, funds are not set aside to
support early or mid-career researchers
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3. What are the possible reorganization scenarios for the Office of Science? Will @
existing Offices be merged? Will new ones be created?

MPS Directorate Head reports to the NSF Chief Science Officer,
who reports to the NSF Director (Assistant Directors provides
support to DHs)

Divisions = Sections, each Section led by a Section Head

Facilities to be managed from a new centralized office within
NSF, led by the Chief Officer for Research Facilities (CORF)

Changes effective December 14, 2025

Changes are designed to increase NSF efficiency and
effectiveness by reducing management layers and supervisory
ratios
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4. 1t has been more than 20 years since the last Nuclear Theory review. These P~
reviews have had a positive effect on the Nuclear Physics community. What @

needs to be done in order for the community to generate a new review of
Nuclear Theory?

We are aware that there are concerns about revisiting the state of
Nuclear Theory and are currently considering ways to address it.

Stay tuned
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5. The NSF REU/CEU/Grad Research Fellowships and DOE SCGSR Fellowships '
have been critical for keeping the pipeline of the next generation of Nuclear
Physics researchers healthy. How do we ensure that these programs continue?

NSF will fund the most meritorious of these as appropriations allow.

Most NSF supported students are funded as part of a grant made to
support the research of a faculty member. Most recent data available

is from FY2023:
11,058 Total awards

55,400 Senior researchers
45,600 Grad students (including GRFP Fellows) 2,000 GRFP Fellows

40,000 Undergraduate students

% -
ﬁ/DN’P-Community Meeting January 2026




6. How are the funding agencies implementing the priorities identified in the @
2023 Long Range Plan (LRP) for Nuclear Science?

NSF responds to proposals.

NSF makes funding decisions based on the review process within
the context of the LRP.

m".DN’PaCommunity Meeting January 2026




8. How will additional priorities be identified and implemented including @
additional resources?
Priorities of the NP science community will be identified by the
review of submitted proposals, workshop white papers, and other
community activities.

As is usual, the R&D Budgetary Priorities of the Administration are
communicated to agency leadership through memos from OMB and
OSTP. One recent memo (23-sep-2025):

Al, QIS, Semiconductors and Microelectronics, Advanced Communications
Networks, Future Computing Technologies, Advanced Manufacturing

Unleash American Energy Dominance and Explore New Frontiers
Strengthen American Security

Strengthen and Safeguard American Health and Biotechnology
Ensure America’s Continued Space Dominance

Plus Cross-Cutting Initiatives
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10. What are reasonable budget projections for Nuclear Physics over the @
next five years? How do these projections compare to recent past budgets?

Congress appropriates the funding for NSF. The appropriation is usually
very high level with 6 explicit budget lines: Research and Related Activities,
STEM Education, MRE&FC, AO&AM, OIG, NSB.

The appropriation usually has text regarding specific research areas and
initiatives but has not specified amounts for particular directorates or
sections (formerly divisions).

The Administration, through OMB, often provides guidance on interpreting that text.

The need to support specific areas identified in the appropriation and
Administration priorities may impact funding levels of other areas.
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NSF Appropriations — figure from the AIP
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NSF FY26 PBR, Marks, and Final from the AIP

National Science Foundation
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12. The health of the field requires the realization of a workforce that is
continuously developed and improved. How do the NSF and DOE view their
responsibility to maintain this development?

The numbers reported in response to question 5 reflect NSF’s
continuing support for a thriving STEM workforce.

NSF provides more than 70% of
the funding for the CEU
program.

A few years ago, grad students
and postdocs were recruited to
serve as mentors to the CEU
students; NSF has provided
funding for the mentors since
2024




13. How will the recent Executive Order on grant reviews (EO 14332) be @
implemented by the Office of Nuclear Physics and the NSF?

EO 14332: “Improving Oversight of Federal Grantmaking” requires
OMB to streamline and transform the Uniform Guidance.

To ensure alignment with the Uniform Guidance, NSF is deferring release of
the Proposal and Award Policies and Procedures Guide (PAPPG) that had been
developed and planned for publication in FY2026.

On Dec 8, 2025 NSF issued a policy document as a supplement to
implement several revisions to the current PAPPG (NSF 24-1).
https://www.nsf.gov/policies/document/pappg24-1-supplement-1

As noted by DOE, that EO references EO 1433 “Restoring Gold
Standard Science”. NSF’s implementation plan addressing this EO is
public: https://nsf-gov-resources.nsf.gov/files/NSF-GSS-
Implementation-Plan-2025.pdf
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Updates @

Most IPA appointments are not being renewed or refilled
Vicki Greene’s IPA appointment ended in November 2025

Approval for funding supplements very difficult to obtain

New grants = “standard” awards ie all funding obligated when
grant established

NSF continues using Gold Standard peer review process
Intellectual Merit
Broader Impacts

Continue using Congressional appropriations to fund meritorious
proposals and Administration priorities
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&8 An official website of the United States government

For the latest updates:
https://www.nsf.gov/physics Physics

Understanding the fundamental workings of the

CO nta Ct us at: universe — from tiny quantum partic!eito the lar,

Bogdan Mihaila e
bmihaila@nsf.gov or
call (703)292-8235

[ View image credit

Home / Our Focus Areas | Physics

We support explorations of matter, energy and

AI | ena O p pe r time and how they interact to shape the physical

world. > Physics Section

aopper@nsf.gov 3 Divectorcs for

NSF support for physics research has led to one pivotal :
I | 7 O 3 2 9 2 8 9 5 8 achievement after another, from the breathtaking first image of Mhathen:atl_cal il
O r Ca - a black hole to discovering how a tissue's microscopic geometry Physical Sciences

affects the spread of cancer.

> Find funding in physics

Feedback

Numerous physicists whose careers were launched or
supported by NSF have gone on to win the Nobel Prize for
groundbreaking discoveries, such as revealing the strange
nature of quantum entanglement and the first detection of
gravitational waves rippling across space-time.

: DNP Community Meeting January 2026




\" DNP Community Meeting January 2026




